




















































































AFTON'S FIRST THIRTY YEARS, 1857-1887 

motor cars and prohibition in the 1920's did hotel business fall 
away. 

To the earlier existing churches-Universalist, Baptist, and 
Methodist-two new ones were added not long after the estab­
lishment of Afton township. Previously, as I have already said, 
services had been spasmodically held for the few local Episco­
palians. Then in 1858, under the leadership of Harrison Caswell, 
who had left the Baptists because of their ban on Freemasonry 
and had turned Episcopalian, the upper storey of the west-side 
district schoolhouse was fitted up as a chapel, and here the first 
regular service was conducted on November 21st by the Rev. W. A. 
Johnson of Bainbridge . St . Ann's Church was formally organized 
in 1860, with building erected in 1868, and, after a fire, re-erected 
in 1891. 

The other new church was the Presbyterian. It was inaugu­
rated by the pastor of the Nineveh church, Rev. William H. Saw­
telle, who in 1875 began preaching every Sunday afternoon to local 
Presbyterians in the Baptist Church. Early next year the "First 
Presbyterian Church of the Town of Afton" was legally consti­
tuted, with Henry Doolittle, George P . Smith, and Robert Yale as 
trustees. A lot was purchased from Edgar Garrett for $500, and 
the church building, erected at a cost of $3,000, was dedicated on 
June 1st, 1877. 

Two other significant developments occurred in the 1870's. One 
was in local publishing. In February 1875, a weekly newspaper, the 
Afton Eagle, was started by G. E. Bradt, from whom Jacob B. 
Kirkhuff purchased it in November but got out only one issue . A 
new weekly, The Home Sentinel, was begun in April 1876 by John 
F. Seman; two years later, with a circulation of about 1200 copies, 
it became an exponent of the Greenback Party and suffered a rapid 
decline. It was followed by the Afton Enterprise which has had a 
continuous existence from 1878 to the present, with such notable 
editors as Nelson Barton, J. H. Crain, F. M. Spooner, Charles D. 
Pendell, and, from 1936 to 1959, Howard Adamy; it is now ably 
edited by Theodore Tracy. 

The other significant development of the time was in banking. 
A Bainbridge firm, Carver and Crassus, started a private bank in 
1875 in an office in an Afton hotel, but it was of brief duration. On 
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January 1st, 1876, Enos M. Johnston with Devillo C. Church opened 
another private bank in the Willey Block under the title of E. M. 
Johnston & Co. It was subsequently reorganized as the Church and 
Hill Bank with Marshall Hill, who, with his father, had conducted 
a successful grocery since 1868, as president and Devillo Church's 
sons, Fred and George, as vice-president and cashier respectively. 
For many years it was a solid institution, serving well the com­
munity . Unfortunately it failed to weather a general financial de­
pression after the First World War and had to close its doors, 
though eventually Church and Hill reimbursed their depositors. 
Under the leadership of Morris J. Mudge, Jr ., the private bank was 
succeeded in 1920 by the present First National Bank of Afton. 

A flourishing business in Afton during the decades from 1870 
to 1890 was a sash-and-blind factory, occupying the present site 
of the Briggs Lumber Company . It was started in 1869 by Addison 
Brewer and W. A. Wright. J.B . Pierce joined them in 1871, Brewer 
dropped out in 1873, and in 1875 Harvey Hinman became a partner. 
The factory burned in May 1892 and was not rebuilt. 

Afton has been afflicted with costly and destructive fires . There 
were, for example, the hotel fire of 1868, the burning of the Pollard 
Mansion in 1876, the destruction of the "Yale block" and the Mus­
son House in July 1881. Then came, on August 2, 1884, the "great 
fire." For three days it raged and smoldered, burning to the ground 
the whole row of wooden shops and stores along Main Street . But 
the disaster proved a blessing in disguise. For the merchants spent 
little time mourning their losses. In the American spirit of prog­
ress, they promptly cleared away the extensive debris and rebuilt 
in brick with stone and marble trim, thus endowing the village 
with the unusually neat and attractive business section it has 
since had. 

In the 1880's, it may be interesting to note, Afton village had 
a busy railway station, a bank, a grist mill, a saw mill, a sash-and­
blind factory, a creamery, a factory for making butter tubs and 
firkins, two wagon shops, three blacksmith shops, a harness shop, 
a shoe shop, and thirteen stores. It also had two lawyers, three 
physicians, a dentist, four hotels, and five churches. 

At the same time, Afton, for its size, gained an enviable repu­
tation alike in sports and in music. Its baseball teams, particularly 
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the star team of 1885, were famed throughout south-central New 
York, and so was its town band. The Afton Union School was the 
first in the area to have, in Mrs. Philetus A. Hayes, a regular music 
teacher and to make music a part of the curriculum. Adult singing 
schools were held every winter, concerts were given frequently in 
Sullivan Hall, reading clubs met weekly in village homes. 
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7. AFTON'S NEXT THIRTY YEARS, 1887-1917 

By the 1890's an almost revolutionary change was becoming 
evident in the basic agriculture of Afton township . Previously it 
had been markedly diversified, with most farmers growing a con­
siderable variety of grains and vegetables and quantities of apples, 
maple syrup, and strawberries . Now, however, thanks to rapidly 
extending and improving railroad transportation, they were find­
ing themselves disadvantaged in competition with grain brought 
in from the Middle West and with apples and potatoes imported 
from faraway Oregon or Idaho, although at the same time they 
were advantaged by their relative nearness by rail to the New 
York City market. Hence they were turning more and more to 
dairying. They were increasing their herds, while neglecting their 
orchards and berry patches, and were raising hay and grain only 
for their own cattle . Sheep grazing continued for a while, but the 
lowering of the tariff on wool in the 1890's, combined with the com­
petition of Western as well as foreign wool, served to restrict and 
halt it in this area . In other words, agriculture here was becoming 
specialized, and the farm much less self-sufficing. Afton was far 
more dependent on the West for its grain, and on New York City 
for income from dairy products. 

One result of this change was the development of local milk­
stations close to the railway tracks where farmers brought the 
milk, where it was bottled or put in big cans, and whence it was 
loaded on the daily "milk train" going over the D. & H . to Albany 
and over the New York Central to New York. The returning milk­
train disgorged the empty cans or bottles at the local stations. One 
of the first of these was erected in the vicinity of the river-bridge 
road . A larger and more "up-to-date" station was put up by Bor­
den's in 1905 off South Main Street on the river bank. A third was 
Crowley's, still functioning. Nowadays, of course, the milk is trans­
ported not in bottles or cans by train, but in bulk by motor truck, 
which indicates that change, once begun, continues . 

An accompanying result was a marked decline in the local 
production of butter and cheese. Factories for these no longer exist 
in the township, and only very rarely is any butter or cheese (even 
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any "dutch cheese") made at home. These articles, instead of being 
exported, have become imports. 

Another result was the rise of a new and very needful kind 
of tradesman in the co,mmunity, that of grain-dealer, a person who 
would buy from wholesalers the Wes tern grains and seed, have 
them shipped by rail to his plant here, and thence sold retail to his 
farmer-customers . Such a grain-dealer in the 1880's and early 
1890's was Joseph A. Decker, the father-in-law of Randolph Guy 
and uncle of George and Frank Decker . A successor, who founded 
in 1895 and built up the biggest grain business in the area, was 
Morris J . Mudge Jr., and this has been ably carried on and ex­
panded by his son, Alden A. Mudge Sr . and, since the latter's recent 
untimely death, by a third generation, the brothers Alden Jr . and 
George Mudge. 

In the 1890's, leadership in Afton was passing from such men 
as Devillo Corbin Church, Daniel A. Carpenter, Albert C. Hyde, 
Enos M. Johnston, Lysander Pollard, Edgar Garrett, and Amos and 
Harrison Caswell to a group of younger men. Among these (space 
prevents mention of but a few) were: (1) Morris J. Mudge, son of 
the Town Justice of 1858, took over in 1889 the general store for­
merly owned by Joseph Decker and six years later started the 
grain business which has since been so successfully operated by son 
and grandsons . (2) Philetus A. Hayes, the present writer's father, 
born in 1848, and educated at the Greene Academy, Hobart College, 
and the Geneva Medical School, ca.ine to Afton in 1871, settling on 
the corner of Spring and Academy Streets in a house built a little 
earlier by E. A. Wright and now owned by Alton Jenks . Here he 
carried on the practice of medicine from 1871 until shortly before 
his death in 1929. He founded a Susquehanna Valley Medical So­
ciety and was active in the County and State Societies . 

(3) George A. Haven came to Afton in 1878, after having been 
a youthful soldier in the Civil War, including imprisonment at 
Andersonville, and subsequently having studied and graduated from 
the Albany Law School. He practiced law here for many years . His 
home and office were in the house now owned by Clarence and Flora 
Eldred. (4) Charles Seeley, descendant of early settlers, conducted 
grocery stores, first on the east side, and later in partnership on 
the west side successively with Harrison Caswell and Harrison 
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Briggs. For thirty years he .had a national reputation as a poultry 
breeder, specializing in white crested black Polish. He was village 
clerk for eight years, and left two daughters of whom Afton may 
well be proud : Isa:bel Jennings and Linda Carpenter. 

(5) Zenas Tarbell, born in 1844, grandson of the Thomas Tar­
bell who as Justice of the Peace back in 1827 had married Joseph 
Smith and Emma Hale at his home on the east side, was an ardent 
Republican and Mason . He lived on South Main Street and was 
Sheriff of Chenango County from 1898 to 1901. (6) Henry G. Carr, 
also born in 1844 and descendant of an Afton pioneer family (as 
was his wife, Mary Grover), opened a drug store in 1877, which, 
after the great fire of 1884, was located on the ground floor of the 
Masonic building (subsequently the location of Clarence Eldred's 
clothing store). Here, night after night for many years, a group 
of Republican politicos were wont to assemble around "Uncle 
Henry's" pot-bellied stove and gossip, just as the stove in the Hyde 
drugstore was the magnet for Democratic politicos. 

(7) Clark L. Horton, an enterprising Coventry farmer, born 
in 1847, moved to Afton in 1894. He built and operated on Main 
Street the large hardware store which eventually passed to his 
competent son, Harrison-or Harry as he was popularly called. 
Everybody coming into the village over the highway from Bain­
bridge is greeted by a big sign, in capital letters, on the Horton 
store: "THIS IS AFTON." (8) Marshall G. Hill, born in 1854, and 
educated at the Afton School, took over from his father, Charles, 
in 1891, sole ownership of what was then the village's chief grocery 
store . In 1894 he bought out Enos M. Johnston's share in the local 
bank and reorganized it under the name of Church and Hill, with 
himself as president. He was also a discriminating collector of 
antiques, and a devoted member of the Democratic party. (9) Will 
Hall, belonging to a many-branched Afton family, was a farmer 
and milk-dealer, who had graduated from the Afton Academy in 
1880 and lived on West Hill overlooking the "Glen." He was a very 
public-spirited citizen. 

Still others should at least be .mentioned here: the Church 
brothers, Fred and George Landers Church; Bert Benton Hyde, 
druggist and stamp collector, son of A. C. and father of Neil; Dr. 
Eugene Goodsell, a graduate of Afton Academy, who practiced 
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medicine from 1891 until his sudden untimely death in 1902; and 
his successor, the likable Dr . W. Lee Dodge, who moved in from 
Coventry and had two physician sons, Dr . Ben and Dr. Lynn; and 
Bert Lord, who entered state and national politics, being elected, 
in turn, to the Assembly at Albany and to the House of Represen­
tatives at Washington . Mention might likewise be made of certain 
interesting clergymen who presided over various churches here in 
the 1890's: Rev . Henry T. Hill of the Baptists, Welshman and 
excellent preacher; Rev . N. B. Ripley of the Methodists, almost as 
fond of fast horses as of good people; Rev. George Adams, schol­
arly and skeptical, almost the last of the Universalist ministers; 
and, especially noteworthy, Rev. Walter E. Bentley of the Episco­
palians, who later became famous in New York City as rector, 
actor, and playwright. 

No wonder that progress took a renewed spirit in that decade . 
In 1890 was inaugurated the new series of Afton Fairs, with ex­
hibits of all manner of farm products, from cattle and swine and 
poultry to vegetables, bakestuffs, and fancy work, with merry-go­
round and an array of other diversions, with balloon ascents, vaude­
ville acts, fireworks, and, above all, horse-racing on the half-mile 
track. 

In 1892 the village of Afton was formally incorporated, and 
Dr. Philetus A . Hayes was elected its first "president" or mayor, 
serving without pay. Two years later, mainly through his efforts 
and those of his friend, Morris J. Mudge, a public water system 
for the village was authorized and bonds in the amount of $20,000 
were sold for it. Construction was carried on in the summer of 
1895 by a hundred imported Italians who dug the ditches for a 
dollar a day. The villagers had always spoken of "going down" to 
Vallonia Springs, the source of supply, three and a half miles 
away, and, despite assurances of the surveyors to the contrary, 
some natives were belligerently skeptical about the water flowing 
"uphill" to Afton . One loudly proclaimed from the hotel porch 
that he would "drink every drop that flowed from Vallonia 
Springs." 

There came, nevertheless, in the fall of 1895 a bountiful supply 
of pure spring water, enabling Aftonites to get rid of smelly and 
pestiferous outhouses, to install running water and modern bath-
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rooms in their homes, and to have increased protection against 
fires. Hayes and Mudge, in promoting the water system, might have 
followed the example of hustling promoters of the time in most 
other villages of the region and made it a private enterprise re­
dounding to their personal profit. This they did not do. They in­
sisted from the beginning that the system must be village-owned 
and village-operated, accruing to the benefit of all the villagers. So 
the income from water-rents went to the village, sufficing not only 
to pay off fairly promptly the costs of construction but also to pro­
vide surplus funds for repairs and for village improvement such 
as street paving and maintenance. An early result of the installa­
tion of the water system was the organization of an efficient "Hose 
Company" of volunteer firemen. 

About the same time, street name-signs were installed at inter­
sections in the village; and street corners were bedecked with large 
kerosene-lamps which a village employee, making the rounds, lit at 
dusk and snuffed out at dawn (unless he overslept) . In 1898 Mar­
shall Hill organized an "Afton Gas Light Company" which under­
took, by means of artificial gas, to provide better lighting for both 
streets and homes. It did so for a time along Main and Spring 
Streets, but it was soon put out of business by the arrival of elec­
tricity and its installation on the streets, in village houses, stores, 
and churches, and presently on farms all over the township. 

The first telephone line in Afton, so far as I know, was an 
amateur one, connecting the Hayes house with the store of Marshall 
Hill and enabling Doctor and Merchant to chat with each other. 
I am sure that the first telephone switchboard, connecting a few 
Afton lines with the outside world, was in the Hayes house, one or 
another member of the family acting as "Central." This was briefly, 
however . In 1898 an "Afton Telephone Company" was organized 
with an office of its own containing an enlarged switchboard and 
a paid "telephone girl." Not until still later, and then chiefly 
through the efforts of Darwin Craig, was the Afton Company 
merged into the larger Deposit Telephone Company. 

In 1899, the title of the Afton Academy was formally changed, 
in compliance with growing usage and State counsel, to that of 
Afton High School. This was during the principalship of Charles 
S. Gibson, undoubtedly one of the very best and most energetic 
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principals that the school has had . He and his charming wife (who 
taught the fifth and sixth grades) were here from 1896 to 1902. 
School standards were upheld . Extra-curricular activities were en­
couraged. Altogether, the school acquired such excellent repute as 
to attract more and more students from outlying districts, and 
even from a distance. Attendance in the higher grades was double 
in 1902 what it had been in 1877, going up from 45 to 90, while 
increase in total attendance was from 140 to 220. 

The increased school attendance led in 1908 to the replacement 
of the bird-like frame building of 1875 by a new and larger struc­
ture of brick and stone, containing auditorium and gymnasium in 
addition to class-rooms, library, and laboratory . Its cornerstone 
appropriately bears the names of the three members of the Board 
of Education at the time, men who did much for the school and 
served long on the Board: Will Hall, continuously from 1894 to 
1915; Morris J. Mudge, 1904-1913; Philetus A. Hayes, 1890-1893, 
1897-1900, 1905-1911. 
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8. CONCLUSION OF AFTON'S FIRST CENTURY 

The generation which witnessed the separation of Afton from 
Bainbridge in 1857 and flourished .during the next twenty or thirty 
years, was succeeded by a second generation that made the progress 
which has just been sketched from the late 1880's to the First 
World War. It is a third generation which in its youth participated 
in that War and which has since furnished leadership for the con­
tinuing progress of Afton town and village . It is already aging, and 
it will be a fourth generation that will direct local affairs in the 
first decades of Afton's second century . 

I shall not single out for mention the leaders of the last forty 
years as I did tho~e of earlier times . They are too numerous for 
the space permitted, and the large majority of our people know 
who they are and how to evaluate them and their services . I confine 
myself here to pointing out a few of the more recent events and 
making some general reflections . 

As in the American Civil War of the 1860's, so in the World 
Wars of this later time, Aftonites have loyally furnished their fully 
proportionate share of fighters and fallen dead . Memorial Day, 
here as elsewhere, has assumed broader significance, and the local 
Clifford-Holmes Post No. 923 of the American Legion worthily 
continues and upholds the patriotic tradition of the now defunct 
Vanderburg Post of the Grand Army of the Republic . The town-

. ship supplied American armed forces with 115 men in the First 
World War and 357 in the Second. Among Afton's dead in the 
former were Andrew Clifford and Willard Holmes (for whom the 
local Legion Post is named), Charles Seely Jennings, Andrew Hu­
miston, and Elton Parsons ; and among those in the latter war were 
Lt . Burnard Page, Bruce Bosket, Adam Bryden, Paul Estes, Benton 
Dutton Hyde, and Sam Wilmarth . Moreover, Afton is well repre­
sented among the youth of the land who, in one branch or another 
of the armed services, and in one or another farflung region of the 
world, have latterly been endeavoring to safeguard freedom and 
peace. For the war memorial in Caswell Park, funds were raised 
by the Legion under Commander Donald McHugh and the Women's 
Auxiliary under Sophie Quincy . 

At home, there have been some notable events . One was the 
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organization in 1916 of the Afton Home Bureau, a woman's affiliate 
of the State Agricultural College of Cornell University . Under its 
first president, Mrs. Daniel Grant and through splendid co-opera­
tion and hard work of its members, sufficient funds were raised to 
ensure the transformation of the old Valley House into the present 
Village Hall. Successive presidents, since Mrs. Grant, have been 
Mrs. Burt B. Hyde, Mrs. Fred Foster, and Mrs. George Hawke. 
While the Bureau has retained part of the second floor of the Hall 
for its own use, most of the building has been turned over to the 
village for a variety of purposes. The ground floor has been divided 
between a spacious auditorium for public meetings (including 
elections) and commodious quarters for the public library. On the 
second floor, rooms have been assigned to village offices (police and 
justice), to the Legion, to Boy and Girl Scouts, and to an historical 
collection. 

The movement for a public library was sponsored by the Home 
Bureau, and the first funds for it were solicited in 1933 through 
joint efforts of Mrs. Carlton Hayes, Mrs . Alden Mudge Sr ., and 
Mrs. Whit Y. McHugh. Popular response was promptly favorable, 
and at a meeting on August 11th, 1933, "Afton Free Library" was 
definitely founded and by-laws adopted . A provisional charter was 
granted by the State in 1935, and an absolute charter in 1951. The 
first trustees were Howard Adamy, Lawrence Carroll, Daniel 
Grant, Mrs . Burt Hyde, Mrs . McHugh, Mrs. Mudge, and Mrs. John 
Tobey. The first custodian was Sylvia Pierce (Mrs . Clyde Swar­
ner), a trained librarian. Annual subsidies have been forthcoming 
from both town and village budgets, as well as from the State and 
local "community chest." The collection of well chosen volumes has 
been steadily growing, as has also the number of readers. 

A few years after the Village Hall was acquired, the brick 
building originally put up by Daniel A. Carpenter, and much later 
occupied by Clarence Eldred's clothing shop, was purchased and 
turned into a Town Hall. On the first floor, offices were fitted up for 
Town Supervisor and Town Clerk, with, of course, the town records. 
Most unfortunately, Afton's early town records were lost in the 
great fire of 1884, but there are plenty since then. The town fire­
men have their quarters and meeting hall on the second floor. 

Two notable organizations, other than Home Bureau and Li-
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brary, have been particularly active in recent years. One is the 
local Grange, comprising farming families of the neighborhood. On 
the eve of the Second World War it acquired a house on North 
Main Street near the river bridge . Afterwards this was sold, and 
purchase rr.ade of the brick building which had formerly housed 
Keator's grocery store . 

The other is the Chamber of Commerce, founded in June 1925 
and made up of business and professional men . Its first officers 
were: Alden A. Mudge, Sr., president; C. Wayland Guy, vice­
president; Clarence Eldred, secretary; and A. T. Morgan, treasurer. 
A prominent part in it has since been played by Darwin H . Craig, 
local attorney, and Fred Foster, superintendent of schools. 

There had long been a succession of youth organizations in 
Afton . In the 1890's, for example, there was a "Boy's Brigade," 
with annual summer campings on one of the river islands where 
Cunahunta Indian villagers had raised corn six score years pre­
viously. It declined and died, however, as did a unit of Boy Scouts 
formed in 1921. But then in 1931, sponsored by Clifford-Holmes 
Post of the American Legion, a more enduring unit was chartered 
as Afton Troop No. 51. It was affiliated with "Delahanna District" 
and the Susquehanna Council of Boy Scouts of America, possessing 
Camp Tuscarora near Gulf Summit . Among the local Scoutmasters 
have been Roger Snedeker, Larry Estes, Malcolm Parker, Everett 
Baker, and Merwyn Fenner . An "Explorer Unit" for teen-age boys 
was added in the 1940's, and a "cub pack" for little fellows in 1954. 
Of these, the leaders have been James Blakeslee, James Ernstrom, 
Thomas Neal, and James Morrow. 

Already, in the autumn of 1926, an Afton troop of Girl Scouts 
came into existence and, thanks to the devoted and inspiring guid­
ance of Mildred Merrell, our present Postmaster, it has flourished 
eYer since . It is now associated with the Chenango County Council 
and is raising $2,500 as its sr.are toward the project for a County 
camp on Lake Sear. 

Significant additions were made to Afton's water system in the 
1930's. New springs were tapped and the surrounding hillside was 
p!anted with 130,000 evergreen trees . This was done during the 
long and efficient mayoralty of E. L. Doolittle. 

The Fi:-st National Bank had opened for business in May 
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1920, and two years later C. Wayland Guy began his long career 
as cashier. In 1928 the Bank moved into its present dignified new 
office building . As president, Morris J. Mudge was succeeded on his 
death in 1932 by Burt B. Hyde, and he in turn in 1939 by Bruce S. 
Keator. To the staff, meanwhile, were added Carroll Vail, Richard 
Barr, and several others . In the last thirty-five years the bank 
capital has increased from $30,000 to over $300,000. 

A considerable amount of new building has characterized re­
cent years . Besides the bank building on Main Street, just men­
tioned, the Catholic Church of St. Agnes was erected in 1949 on the 
corner of Spring and Academy Streets in brick colonial style at a 
cost of $45,000, and adorned with a Rembrandt etching (the gift of 
Dr. George Bennett) and with carvings of an accomplished sculp­
tor, Harry Donahue . Moreover, church annexes for social purposes 
have been built by the Presbyterians, the Methodists, and the 
Episcopalians. And a handsome brick building, housing the fire 
engine and other fire-fighting equipment, has been erected on 
Spring Street opposite St . Agnes Church . 

A goodly number of new residences are to be found all about 
the village. A group of natives have acquired Afton Lake, with 
surrounding land, and have ringed it with a series of attractive cot­
tages and homes. Likewise the river area on the east side which 
years ago was covered with strawberry beds, has become the scene 
of a fine housing development . And, replacing the iron bridge of 
1908, a new and wider onE> of steel and concrete now spans the 
Susquehanna . It is Afton's sixth bridge at the spot. 

Probably the event most symptomatic of the latest era in 
Afton's - and indeed American - history has been the extinction 
of all the local district schools and their merging into a single 
"Central School" in Afton village. This has been accompanied, we 
know, by a revolutionary influx of boys and girls in school buses 
from the surrounding countryside and corresponding increase of 
teaching staff, student activities, and financial outlay . A graduating 
class, numbering from four to twelve prior to centralization, now 
numbers from twenty-five to thirty-five. To meet pressing need, 
the r.chool building of 1908, which cost $25,000, has been extended 
and re-equipped in 1957, during the principalship of Lauren B. 
Andrews, and the superintendency of Fred P . Foster, at a cost of 
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three quarters of a million. It's a long step from South Jericho's 
log-cabin school of 1790 ! 

After all, however, we must remember that Afton, like other 
American towns, is no longer living in an era of oxen or of horse­
and-buggy, or even in an era of steam railroad trains. Here, as 
elsewhere, the advent of the automobile, truck, and tractor has 
ushered in a new era. The tractor, with attendant machinery 
( combines, balers, corn-blowers, hay driers, etc .), has profoundly 
affected farming . Applicable to valley and plateau farms, it has 
prospered these, while many a less favored hill farm has been 
abandoned and transformed by the State into forest preserves . 
Nowadays in Afton township the contrast is striking between val­
leys with their cultivated and improved appearance and some of 
the hills reverting to primitive conditions, roamed over again by 
wild animals, and with only an occasional dilapidated building or 
decaying apple orchard to indicate that they had once, in days of 
Jericho, been cleared and tilled. 

One result is that, while residents of Afton village have grad­
ually increased in number, the population of Afton township as a 
whole was less in 1950 than it was a hundred years before . This is 
equally true of all Chenango County. For despite marked growth 
of Norwich city and the several villages, the total population of the 
County declined from 40,311 in 1850 to 39,138 in 1950. 

A fast-moving era is surely with us now . Fifty years ago, it 
took half a day to get from Afton to Bainbridge and back by horse 
and buggy; now, by auto, it takes twenty minutes . Fifty years ago, 
moreover, the railrcad was the one means of distance travel; now, 
huge freight and coal trains, with diesel engines, whiz through 
town, but very seldom does anybody board the one remaining pas­
senger train . Everybody now uses automobile or motor bus . In 1910 
few in Afton had an auto; in 1957 scarcely anyone, whether vil­
lager or farmer, is without an auto, and many have two. 

With the auto, Aftonites have been seeing the world outside, 
and becoming ever less isolated, ever more nationally minded. Re­
tired farmers and merchants, who used to spend their declining 
years in the village, now motor for at least tte winter months to 
Florida . School-children make trips en masse by bus to Washing­
ton . Family auto tours to California are not uncommon. On Sun-
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days and holidays the improved Afton highways are full of cars 
in which our people make pleasure jaunts over a wide area or are 
visited by relatives and friends from afar. The township now has 
five repair-garages, four agencies for selling and trading auto­
mobiles, and eleven gasoline-filling stations! 

Afton has never had a motion-picture theatre, but for any 
such lack it now more than compensates by having a radio in 
every home and television in most . By these means it can hear 
and see whatever the country at large is hearing and seeing . 

In conclusion, attention should be called to the very important 
fact that the automobile has helped Aftonites not only to get aw ay 
from home but to live at home while working at a distance . There­
by the earlier tendency for young people to migrate to industrial 
centers is being appr eciably checked . An example of the newer 
tendency is afforded by the sizable group of enterprising ex-G. 1.'s 
who, returning to Afton after World War II, have resettled here . 
And what more beautiful spot! Here they have cooperatively built 
new and attractive village houses in which they are raising fam­
ilies, while they earn a living by daily motoring to work in offices, 
shops, or factories some miles away . They thus are reenforcing 
the residential character of Afton and are taking a lively inter est 
in its civic and social welfare. The present and immediately pre­
ceding mayors-Richard Holdrege and Alden Mudge Jr .- with 
other members of the town and village governing boards, are ex­
G.I.'s, and they are doing a splendid job . 

Such persons ensure Afton's continuing health and true pr og­
ress as our beautiful and God-blessed town moves from its fir st 
century of achievement into a second century of rich promise . 
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APPENDIX 

NOTES ON THE TEXT OF DR. HA YES 

p. 1, par. 1. Mr. Ted Whitney of Norwich, a former teacher and student of 
Indian artifacts and archaeology, believes that the flats just south of the 
village limits on Route 7 are the most likely site. Lieut. Erkuries Beatty, a 
soldier with General James Clinton in his descent of the Susquehanna in 
August of 1779, mentions that they camped near the site of Cunahunta 
which had been burned the fall before and that "A little below this town 
there is 3 or four Islands in the River where the Indians Raised their Corn." 

p. 5, par. 3. The burning of the church may not have been as dastardly a 
deed as here implied. According to Smith's History of Chenango and 
Madison Counties of 1880, the meeting house was begun in 1799 but never 
completed. He quotes an informant, "If the building was fired, it was not on 
account of a disrelish for religion of which it was a symbol, but because the 
building itself was considered no ornament to the town." 

p. 5, par. 3. Commodore William Bainbridge was the son of a physician in 
Princeton, New Jersey. The family home on Nassau Street is now open to 
the public as an historical museum. 

p. 6, par. 3. Some sources say that Hezekiah Stowell traded the Harmonie 
Farm site with Elnathan Bush for the lands in South Jericho where he 
finally settled. 

p. 6, par. 3. Isaac Meier should read Isaac Miner. 

p. 8, par. 1. The house built by Solomon Landers at 155 Main Street was 
extensively remodeled and the pillared portico added in the l 930's by Dr. 
Carlton J. H. Hayes, the property being named by him Jericho Farm. 

p. 10, par. 1. Gregory's Store, 80 East Main St. 

p. 10, par. 2. According to Edith G. Colwell in her Hi-0 Jericho, Peter Betts 
moved to North Bainbridge about 1820-25, becoming an extensive 
landowner there and establishing a store, a grist mill, a brewery and an oil 
mill. 

p. 10, par. 2. The Enos Johnston farm at Bettsburg Corner is now owned by 
Herbert Cross. The mansard-roofed house was built about 1876. 



p. 10, par. 3. Many plank roads were built as connectors to railroads. The Erie 
had been completed to Binghamton in 1848, passing through Deposit. The 
plank road from Vallonia Springs to Deposit was built in 1850 and then 
extended to Nineveh and Coventry according to 0.P. Judd in his History of 
the Town of Coventry. 

p. 11, par. 3. Heth Kelsey Inn, 211 Main Street, now owned by Wayne 
Black. 

p. 11, par. 3. Daniel Grant house, 14 Main Street, now owned by James 
Royston. 

p. 11, par. 4. Edgar Garrett house, 197 Main Street, now owned by Ernest 
Poole. 

p. 11, par. 4. William Herkimer house, 9 Caswell Street, now owned by 
Brian Barre. 

p. 11, par. 4. Amos Caswell house, 13 Caswell Street, now owned by James 
Blakesley. 

p. 11, par. 4. Gilman Caswell house, 17 Caswell Street. 

p. 11, par. 4. Liggett house, 129 Main Street. 

p. 14, par. 1. The New England tradition of the meeting house being used for 
both worship and town business had died out prior to the Revolution, 
according to Ola Elizabeth Winslow in her Meetinghouse Hill, 1638-1783. 
When taxes no longer supported the church, the town was excluded from use 
of the church building. Here the situation has been reversed with religious 
services being held in a public building. As late as the 1930's Rev. Daniel 
Geddes of the Afton Presbyterian Church held Sunday School services in the 
Bulkeley, Melendy Hill and Bettsburg district schoolhouses. 

p. 15, par. 2. Josiah Stowell lived on the present Reiling farm south of Afton 
on Route 7. 

p. 15, par. 2. Fawn Brodie, in her biography of Joseph Smith entitled No Man 
Knows My History, states that, "When Joseph Smith first began to use his 
seer or "peep" stone, he employed the folklore familiar to rural America. The 
details of his rituals and incantations are unimportant because they were 
commonplace." 



p. 15, par. 4. The Biblical statement from John 4:44, "A prophet hath no 
honor in his own country", is certainly true of Joseph Smith. Writings by his 
contemporaries in the local area are derogatory as are later works such as 
those by Lu B. Cake at the end of the 19th century. The books The £arm Boy 
and the Angel by Carl Carmer and No Man Knows My History by Fawn 
Brodie are more objective and attempt to present an accurate picture of 
Joseph Smith and his times. 

p. 15, par. 4. The 1826 trial transcript is now lost but it was published in 
several places during the 19th century. It is included in the appendix of Fawn 
Brodie's book. Both trials are discussed in a pamphlet by Wesley P. Walters. 

p. 16, par. 2. The Biblipal Urim and Thummim were discussed in a scholarly 
article by W. Muss-Arnott in 1900. They were stones set in the breastplate of 
the high priest of Israel and are mentioned in Exodus, Deteronomy, I Samuel 
and II Samuel. They were used in communication with Jahweh before 
making decisions. 

p. 16, par. 3. The episode of walking on water is told as happening in several 
localities -- Nineveh, Lanesboro, South Bainbridge. One of the most credible 
statements is that by Harvey Baker in a newspaper clipping of 1900 in the 
Collection of Regional History at Cornell University. He relates the discovery 
by Thomas and Enos Cornwell of a plank bridge beneath the water in the river 
as they were mowing hay on the river flat. The Cornwell homestead was the 
present Arthur Grover farm on Route 41 south of Afton. 

p. 17, par. I. Two letters in the Collection of Regional History at Cornell 
University, notarized by Delos Van Woe rt of Afton in 1903, describe the 
departure from South Bainbridge of Smith's group as witnessed by Harriet E. 
Shay of Afton and Sally Ann Beardsley of Coventry. 

p. 19, par. I. The Nickerson house, called Sunny Crest, stood on South Main 
Street next to 109 Main Street. It was razed to make way for a proposed 
Victory Market which was never built. 

p. 19, par. 2. The Town Hall is at 169 Main Street. 

p. 19, par. 2 The Carpenter house is at 163 Main Street. 

p. 19, par. 2. The Farnsworth house is at 148 Caswell Street. 

p. 19, par. 3. The Church homestead is on Route 41 south of Afton and is now 
owned by Fritz Schultz. 



p. 19, par. 4. The Sand Bank house is on Sand Street at the rear of the school 
and at present is unoccupied. 

p., 23, par. I. The total number of men enlisted in the Town of Afton was 156, 
but, according to the register compiled in 1865 by Town Clerk George 
Champlin, the addresses of about one third of these men were from adjoining 
towns such as Coventry, Colesville, Vallonia Springs and Sanford. Some of 
these may possibly have lived within the town and received their mail at 
another post office. However several enlistees gave addresses in Unadilla; 
Oneida, Madison County; Scott, Wayne County; New York City, etc., while 
no address is given for others. 

p. 25, par. 2. The Chenango County map of 1855 definitely shows the larger 
portion of the village on the west side of the river. Even the Burr maps of 1829 
and 1839 mark the village on the west side although the location is out of place 
in relation to Kelsey Brook. 

p. 25, par. 3. The Union School was torn down after the building of the new 
brick school. Some of the !umber from it was used in the building of the house 
now owned by Stanley LeSuer at 46 Caswell Street. 

p. 26, par. 2. The Afton Inn is at 175 Main Street. 

p. 26, par. 3. Page's Market is at 158 Main Street. It was sold to Gordon 
Gregory and Keith Weeks on June I, 1974, but is now used as a used furniture 
store. 

p. 28, par. 2. Neil Hyde states that he remembers the fire at the sash and blind 
factory. As he would have been only two and one half in 1892, he thinks the 
date was later. O.P. Judd, in his History of Afton, gives the date as May 6, 
1902. 

p. 30, par. 2. Crowley's Milk Plant closed about 1971. 

p. 31, par. 2. George Mudge sold the feed mill to McDowell and Walker in 
1973. A spectacular fire destroyed the plant in November of 1975. 

p. 31, par. 3. The Alton Jenks house is at 20 Spring Street. 

p. 31, par. 4. The Clarence Eldred house is at 141 Main Street. 

p. 32, par. 2. Zenas Tarbell's house is at 104 Main Street. 



p. 32, par. 3. Horton Hardware is at 198 Main Street. 

p. 36, par. 3. The name Benton Dutton Hyde should read William Benton 
Hyde. 

p. 41, par. 3. Richard Holdrege was not an ex-G.l. 
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